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DETAILED ACTION 



Election/Restrictions 

Restriction to one of the following inventions is required under 35 U.S.C. 121 : 

I. Claims 13-14 and 22, drawn to a method for identifying a compound which 
modulates the activity of MSH5, wherein the activity of MSH5 is inhibited, 
and wherein said compound is a contraceptive, classified in class 435, 
subclass 4. 

II. Claims 1 3, and 23-24, drawn to a method for identifying a compound 
which modulates the activity of MSH5, wherein the compound can 
modulate expression of MSH5, and wherein said compound is an 
antisense MSH5 nucleic acid molecule, classified in classes 536 and 514, 
subclasses 24.5 and 44. 

III. Claims 13 and 25, drawn to a method for identifying a compound which 
modulates the activity of MSH5, wherein said compound is a small 
molecule, classified in class 436, subclass 501. 

IV. Claims 1 3 and 26, drawn to a method for identifying a compound which 
modulates the activity of MSH5, wherein said compound is an antibody, 
classified in classes 435, 530, and 424 subclasses 7.1, 387.1, 130.1. 

V. Claims 1 3 and 27, drawn to a method for identifying a compound, which 
modulates the activity of MSH5, wherein said compound is a peptide, 
classified in classes 435 and 424, subclasses 7.2 and 185.1. 
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VI. Claims 13 and 28, drawn to a method for identifying a compound which 
modulates the activity of MSH5, wherein said compound is a 
peptidomimetic, classified in class 424, subclass 184.1. 

VII. Claims 13 and 29, drawn to a method for identifying a compound which 
modulates the activity of MSH5, wherein said compound is has an effect 
on an MSH5 substrate, classified in classes 514 and 424, subclasses 44 
and 184.1. 

Although there are no provisions under the section for "Relationship of 
Inventions" in MPEP 806.05 for inventive groups that are directed to different methods, 
restriction is deemed to be proper between groups l-VII, because their methods appear 
to constitute patentably distinct inventions, each with a distinct purpose and further 
comprising distinct methodologies and using different products that require different 
technical considerations. Because these inventions are distinct for the reasons given 
above and a separate search is required for each of Groups l-VII, restriction for 
examination purposes as indicated is proper. 

Applicant is advised that the reply to this requirement to be complete must 
include an election of the invention to be examined even though the requirement be 
traversed (37 CFR 1.143). 

Applicant is reminded that upon the cancellation of claims to a non-elected 
invention, the inventorship must be amended in compliance with 37 CFR 1.48(b) if one 
or more of the currently named inventors is no longer an inventor of at least one claim 
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remaining in the application. Any amendment of inventorship must be accompanied by 
a petition under 37 CFR 1.48(b) and by the fee required under 37 CFR 1.1 7(i). 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner(s) should be directed to Peter Paras, Jr., whose telephone number is 703- 
308-8340. The examiner can normally be reached Monday-Friday from 8:30 to 4:30 
(Eastern time). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Karen Hauda, can be reached at 703-305-6608. Papers related to this 
application may be submitted by facsimile transmission. Papers should be faxed via the 
PTO Fax Center located in Crystal Mall 1 . The faxing of such papers must conform with 
the notice published in the Official Gazette, 1096 OG 30 (November 15, 1989). The 
CM1 Fax Center numbers are (703)308-4242 and (703)305-3014. 

Inquiries of a general nature or relating to the status of the application should be 
directed to Kay Pinkney whose telephone number is (703) 305-3553. 
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